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Enersol - Celebrating 20 years 

April 2010 marks the 20th Anniversary of Enersol’s 

incorporation as a company. Enersol was 

established in 1981 as a multi-disciplinary 

consulting practice, by the late 1980s it had become 

an integral part of and contributor to the world 

latex industry. 

In 1988 Enersol established its first dedicated 

condom testing facility and has since expanded its 

business to include gloves and other products.  

Dr John Gerofi, Enersol’s founder and Managing 

Director says “The last 20 years have seen some 

dramatic changes in our work, our clients and the 

products we test.  We started out testing only 

condoms, mainly for WHO.   We had 3 lab technicians 

(of which two are still with us) and we thought we 

could offer them 9 months' work. A substantial 

proportion of the products we received failed the tests 

done according to the then newly introduced WHO 

specification, which I had worked on. Despite more 

stringent requirements in the current WHO specification, test failures are 

now relatively unusual. I believe that the regime of lot by lot pre-

acceptance testing by the major purchasers, coupled with the appropriate 

standards and specifications, has contributed significantly to the 

improvement of condom quality. The improvement appears to be 

reflected in the low rates of slippage and breakage of condoms in clinical 

trials and the demostrated protective effect of condoms against HIV.  I am 

proud of the role Enersol has played in achieving and maintaining this 

outcome.” 

Dr Gerofi continues with "Regrettably, the same has 

not yet happened in the medical glove industry. There 

is very little independent lot by lot testing, and our 

experience shows that examination gloves selected at 

random from the market show similar levels of 

compliance with standards as condoms did in 1990.   

Probably, if lot by lot independent testing were 

introduced, the quality would improve, although the 

price of the gloves may need to go up to achieve this.” 

"As condom testing has become more and more a commodity and the 

number of suppliers has increased, we have had to adapt.  In particular, 

our lab in Malaysia is to be nearer to the suppliers, and to take advantage 

of the savings that Malaysia offers.   We are also testing a much wider 

range of products, requiring much wider skills and a lot of additional 

equipment.  Who knows where the next 20 years will take the company?"  

    (Continued on page 3) 
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