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  GAVIN SHAW, who does factory inspections for Enersol 
with founder and managing director Dr John Gerofi, has 
spent most of his professional career working in the 
technical and manufacturing fields for leading multi-national 
latex product manufacturers. 
  Gavin started his career with Ansell International in 
Australia where he helped develop practical manufacturing 
solutions for a range of latex products and later became 
Asia Pacific Technical Director for the London International 
Group.  
  His experience includes the design, construction and 
commissioning of major green field condom manufacturing 
facilities in several countries.  
  Gavin’s expertise has been used widely to provide 
technical evaluations of joint venture opportunities 
throughout the Asia Pacific Region.  In 1995 Gavin returned 
to Australia to live and work in Melbourne. 
  With Dr Gerofi, Gavin has conducted technical inspections 
of 25 condom factories and has provided consulting advice 
for a number of others. 
Enersol carries out factory inspections on behalf of UNFPA. 

FemCap gets FDA approval 
AFTER being on sale in Europe for four years FemCap, 
claimed to be the first major improvement in female 
contraceptives since the diaphragm and cervical cap, has won 
Food and Drug Administration approval for sale in the U.S. 
FemCap is made of sili cone rubber and is already on sale in the 
UK, Switzerland and France. 

Joint venture acquires r ights to new patent  
KENSA, a joint venture between KensaGroup and Viral 
Therapeutics, has acquired the rights to a new U.S. patent 
dealing with  “Carmitine Analogues as Topical, Microbicidal 
Spermicides” in connection with a compound,  Z-14, it is 
reportedly developing for for birth control, treating yeast 
infections, and providing protection against sexually 
transmitted diseases, including HIV.  

Condom factory for 
Brazil , latex factory 
for Vietnam  
BRAZIL is to build a factory capable of producing 200 
milli on condoms by the year 2006 in Xapuri, a remote 
province in the north-western state of Acre. 
 And the Vietnam News Agency reports that a local 
rubber company has begun constructing a factory in the 
Central Highlands province of Dac Lac to produce 7,000 
tonnes of rubber latex a year. 
 The Brazili an factory will use locally produced latex and 
the Government hopes that apart from helping to prevent the 
spread of AIDS it will also ease pressures on the local rainforests. 
  News of the new factory was broadcast on the BBC 
World Service’s Science in Action Programme. It quoted 
Alessandro Grangeiro, Brazil ’s AIDS programme co-ordinator, as 
saying that Brazil needed 1.2 milli on condoms a year to prevent 
the spread of AIDS. The Brazili an Government, which provides 
free condoms through its national health system, is distributing 
700 milli on annually, and in spite of a successful campaign is 
struggling to get condoms to its poorer people.  The condoms are 
imported and local production is seen as essential to get costs 
down. 
 Latex extracted from rubber trees in Xapuri has been 
tested successfully for condom production, although at the 
moment it is used only to make tyres. The Brazili an Government 
hopes the factory will provide employment while the 
development of the latex industry will reduce pressure to clear the 
trees for farming. 
 According to Cristina Bo, of the Brazili an Institute of 
Technology, the Xapuri rubber trees have totally different 
characteristics from the cultivated ones common in other rubber-
producing countries like India, Thailand and Malaysia. “The soil 
in the Amazon is more irregular,” she said. “The trees are very 
distant from each other and the rubber tappers some times have to 
walk great distances to get the quality they want. “To deal with 
these problems is a big challenge, but we are being helped by the 
local people. 
 The Vietnamese factory is being built by the Dac Lac 
Irrigation and Infrastructure Company and the Government hopes 
it will help diversify Vietnam’s rubber products export industry.  

Please contribute 
THE Enersol International Newsletter is produced by Enersol 
Consulting Engineers as a service to the latex industry. If you have 
any news or views you would like to contribute please fax them to 
Dr John Gerofi at +612 9552 1709 or email them to 
jgerofi@enersol.com.au Please keep them short and to the point. 
Every care is taken with the material contained in this newsletter 
but no responsibili ty can be taken for its accuracy and it should not 
be used as technical advice or in formulating decisions. No 
reproduction is allowed without permission.  For more information 
about Enersol Consulting Engineers please check out our website at 
www.enersol.com.au.  


